
 

9th August 2013 

 

RE: Pipi (Donax spp.) harvesting as a key threatening process for shorebirds. 

 

To whom it may concern, 

BirdLife Australia is writing to express concern about the impacts of Pipi harvesting on shorebirds 
within Cape Liptrap Coastal Park, Venus Bay, Victoria. 

There are two aspects of significant concern to shorebirds, triggering matters of National 
Environmental Significance for EPBC listed migratory species as well as EPBC nominated threatened 
species Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis rubricollis): 

 (1) The reduction in Pipi numbers available to shorebirds listed in Table 1 as a food source. Pied 
Oystercatchers (Haematopus longirostris) heavily rely on Pipis for food (Owner and Rohweder 2003) 
and Cape Liptrap Coastal Park is a key foraging and flocking site for the species. Other shorebird 
species have been observed to feed on Donax spp. either in Australia or overseas (Cohen et al 2010, 
Nuka et al 2005) including several threatened species such as the Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris) 
(Rogers 2005). Other species take bivalves regularly but data on feeding ecology of shorebirds in 
Australia are still scant and rarely include identification of prey items to genus levels. As such it is 
more than likely that additional species would be affected by depletion of their food source. 

Table 1: Shorebird species likely to suffer depletion of food supply as a result of Pipi (Donax spp.) 
collection. EPBC code refers to: Mi=migratory. DEPI Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna 
in Victoria (2013) E=Endangered, N=near threatened 

Species Scientific Name EPBC DEPI Reference 

Aus. Pied 
Oystercatcher 

Haematopus 
longirostris 

  Owner & Rohweder 2003 

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris Mi E Rogers 2005 

Red Knot Calidris canutus Mi E Cohen et al 2010 

Sanderling Calidris alba Mi N Nuka et al 2005 

 

  



 

(2) The disturbance to feeding migratory shorebirds and feeding and nesting resident shorebirds 
caused by the activity of Pipi harvesting itself.  

Ongoing disturbance of this nature represents a breach of obligations for protection of migratory 
shorebird species under International treaties (JAMBA, CAMBA and ROKAMBA) and also has 
implications under the federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The 
ongoing harvesting of Pipis affects shorebirds directly and indirectly. The continued presence of Pipi 
harvesting acts to displace shorebirds from their foraging habitat and therefore restricts their ability 
to forage effectively.  The depletion of foraging resources also has severe impacts, as shorebirds have 
to expend higher amounts of time and energy to meet their daily food intake requirements.  The 
culmination of these factors and others has indirect follow on effects as well. Disturbance to key 
roosting and foraging sites, depletion of resources and unnecessary energetic expenditure, ultimately 
reduces these species’ capacity to migrate and therefore breed successfully. 

Within Cape Liptrap Coastal Park there are at least ten breeding sites of the threatened Hooded 
Plover (Listed on the DEPI Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna as Vulnerable and recently 
nominated for EPBC listing as nationally Vulnerable). Here, Pipi collectors spend extended periods 
adjacent to and in front of nesting sites, leading to major disturbance of breeding birds. This can lead 
to nest abandonment or lethal cooling or over-heating of eggs and young and thus ultimately to 
reproductive failure. In practice this has required considerable efforts by Birds Australia volunteers, 
Fisheries and Parks Victoria to try and educate collectors about disturbing beach-nesting birds. This is 
not economically or logistically feasible for state agencies or volunteers to physically guard nests for 
the 63 days required per nest to successfully produce young.  

In a recent review of threats to Hooded Plovers across the Parks Victoria estate (Maguire et al. 2013), 
Cape Liptrap was revealed as having the highest number of people on average recorded in the 
vicinity of nesting sites. This average had the highest standard error, suggesting strong temporal 
variation in park use. Pipi collectors were revealed to be the key park users, a unique visitor profile 
compared to any other coastal park across Victoria. This collection appears to peak and overlap with 
the breeding season. Historically, this park had fewer users clustered around the surf flags and main 
access points, but in recent years Pipi harvesting has seen a massive rise in beach use that is highly 
dispersed across the key shorebird nesting and foraging areas (Maguire et al. 2013). 

There are also some concerns over the physical impacts on habitat whereby large holes dug across 
the beach limit available nesting habitat and reduce the capacity of flightless chicks to flee from 
approaching threats (e.g. Hosier et al. 1981; Weston 2003). 

If you would like any further information about our concerns of shorebirds within Cape Liptrap 
Coastal Park in relation to the extensive Pipi harvesting currently occurring, please contact Dr 
Grainne Maguire at BirdLife Australia on 03 9347 0757 or grainne.maguire@birdlife.org.au  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr Grainne Maguire 
Beach-nesting Birds Program Manager 
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